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Table E. Deaths and percentage of total deaths for the 10 leading causes of death, by race: United States, 2002 
[Data for races other than white and black should be interpreted with caution because of misreporting of race on death certificates; see ‘‘Technical Notes.’’ The asterisk (*) 
preceding cause of death codes indicates they are not part of the International Classification of Diseases, Tenth Revision (ICD–10): see ‘‘Technical Notes’’] 

White Black American Indian Asian or Pacific Islander 
Cause of death (Based on the 

International Classification Percent of Percent of Percent of Percent of 
of Diseases, Tenth Revision, 1992) Rank1 Deaths total deaths Rank1 Deaths total deaths Rank1 Deaths total deaths Rank1 Deaths total deaths 

All causes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .  .  .  2,102,589 100.0 . . . 290,051 100.0 . . . 12,415 100.0 . . . 38,332 100.0 
Diseases of heart . . . .  (I00–I09,I11,I13,I20–I51) 1 606,876 28.9 1 77,621 26.8 1 2,467 19.9 2 9,983 26.0 
Malignant neoplasms . . . . . . . . . .(C00–C97) 2 482,481 22.9 2 62,617 21.6 2 2,175 17.5 1 9,998 26.1 
Cerebrovascular diseases . . . . . . . .  (I60–I69) 3 139,719 6.6 3 18,856 6.5 5 567 4.6 3 3,530 9.2 
Chronic lower respiratory diseases . . (J40–J47) 4 115,395 5.5 8 7,831 2.7 7 452 3.6 7 1,138 3.0 
Accidents (unintentional 

injuries) . . . . . . . . . . .  (V01–X59,Y85–Y86) 5 90,866 4.3 5 12,513 4.3 3 1,488 12.0 4 1,875 4.9 
Diabetes mellitus . . . . . . . . . . . .  (E10–E14) 6 58,459 2.8 4 12,687 4.4 4 744 6.0 5 1,359 3.5 
Influenza and pneumonia . . . . . . .  (J10–J18) 7 58,346 2.8 11 5,871 2.0 9 293 2.4 6 1,171 3.1 
Alzheimer’s disease . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (G30) 8 55,058 2.6 14 3,341 1.2 14 115 0.9 14 352 0.9 
Nephritis, nephrotic syndrome and 

nephrosis . . . .  (N00–N07,N17–N19,N25–N27) 9 32,615 1.6 9 7,488 2.6 11 222 1.8 9 649 1.7 
Intentional self-harm 

(suicide) . . . . . . . . . .  (*U03,X60–X84,Y87.0) 10 28,731 1.4 16 1,939 0.7 8 324 2.6 8 661 1.7 
Septicemia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (A40–A41) 11 27,110 1.3 10 6,137 2.1 12 195 1.6 10 423 1.1 
Chronic liver disease and 

cirrhosis . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (K70,K73–K74) 12 23,809 1.1 15 2,588 0.9 6 547 4.4 15 313 0.8 
Assault 

(homicide) . . . . .  (*U01–*U02,X85–Y09,Y87.1) 20 8,685 0.4 6 8,287 2.9 10 267 2.2 13 399 1.0 
Human immunodeficiency virus 

(HIV) disease . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (B20–B24) 22 6,089 0.3 7 7,835 2.7 18 64 0.5 23 107 0.3 

. . . Category not applicable. 
1Rank based on number of deaths. 

Table F. Deaths and percentage of total deaths for the 10 leading causes of death, by Hispanic origin and race for 
non-Hispanic population: United States, 2002 
[Race and Hispanic origin are reported separately on the death certificate. Persons of Hispanic origin may be of any race. Data for Hispanic origin should be interpreted with 
caution because of misreporting of Hispanic origin on death certificates; see ‘‘Technical Notes.’’ The asterisk (*) preceding cause-of-death categories, indicates they are not part 
of the International Classification of Diseases, Tenth Revision (ICD–10): see ‘‘Technical Notes’’] 

Cause of death (Based on the 
Hispanic Non-Hispanic Non-Hispanic, white Non-Hispanic, black 

International Classification of Diseases, Percentage of Percentage of Percentage of Percentage of 
Tenth Revision, 1992) Rank1 Deaths total deaths Rank1 Deaths total deaths Rank1 Deaths total deaths Rank1 Deaths total deaths 

All causes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .  .  .  117,135 100.0 . . . 2,318,269 100.0 . . . 1,981,973 100.0 . . . 286,573 100.0 
Diseases of heart . . . .  (I00–I09,I11,I13,I20–I51) 1 27,887 23.8 1 666,690 28.8 1 577,761 29.2 1 76,694 26.8 
Malignant neoplasms . . . . . . . . . .(C00–C97) 2 23,141 19.8 2 532,712 23.0 2 458,754 23.1 2 61,996 21.6 
Accidents (unintentional 

injuries) . . . . . . . . . . .  (V01–X59,Y85–Y86) 3 10,106 8.6 5 96,175 4.1 5 80,605 4.1 5 12,285 4.3 
Cerebrovascular diseases . . . . . . . .  (I60–I69) 4 6,451 5.5 3 155,852 6.7 3 133,118 6.7 3 18,691 6.5 
Diabetes mellitus . . . . . . . . . . . .  (E10–E14) 5 5,912 5.0 6 67,112 2.9 8 52,463 2.6 4 12,583 4.4 
Chronic liver disease and 

cirrhosis . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (K70,K73–K74) 6 3,409 2.9 12 23,733 1.0 12 20,353 1.0 15 2,545 0.9 
Assault 

(homicide) . . . . .  (*U01–*U02,X85–Y09,Y87.1) 7 3,129 2.7 16 14,346 0.6 21 5,571 0.3 6 8,147 2.8 
Chronic lower respiratory diseases . . (J40–J47) 8 3,058 2.6 4 121,424 5.2 4 112,128 5.7 7 7,730 2.7 
Influenza and pneumonia . . . . . . .  (J10–J18) 9 2,824 2.4 7 62,657 2.7 6 55,419 2.8 11 5,803 2.0 
Certain conditions originating in the perinatal 

period . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (P00–P96) 10 2,402 2.1 21 11,673 0.5 20 6,384 0.3 12 4,777 1.7 
Human immunodeficiency virus 

(HIV) disease . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (B20–B24) 13 1,855 1.6 20 12,094 0.5 22 4,224 0.2 8 7,714 2.7 
Intentional self-harm 

(suicide) . . . . . . . . . .  (*U03,X60–X84,Y87.0) 11 1,954 1.7 11 29,543 1.3 10 26,691 1.3 16 1,896 0.7 
Nephritis, nephrotic syndrome and 

nephrosis . . . .  (N00–N07,N17–N19,N25–N27) 12 1,898 1.6 9 38,933 1.7 9 30,669 1.5 9 7,410 2.6 
Alzheimer’s disease . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (G30) 16 1,474 1.3 8 57,246 2.5 7 53,486 2.7 14 3,303 1.2 
Septicemia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (A40–A41) 15 1,521 1.3 10 32,225 1.4 11 25,545 1.3 10 6,074 2.1 

. . . Category not applicable. 
1Rank based on number of deaths. 


